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1 Functions 
1.1 General role 

In general, the role of the IPC Council of IOSDs (IOSDs’ Council) will be to provide feedback and 
advice to the IPC Governing Board and to report on behalf of and in the interest of the IOSDs in 
all IPC matters, including but not limited to: 

1.1.1 Supporting the IPC Governing Board in its duty of being the guardian of the 
Paralympic vision; 

1.1.2 Supporting the IPC Governing Board in the delivery of the Paralympic mission, 
ensuring equality in sport and acting in concert with the IPC Constitution; 

1.1.3 Promoting the concept of ‘unity in diversity’ among the IOSDs; 

1.1.4 Providing a forum for the exchange of information on matters of common interest 
and the sharing of best practice and expertise within and between the IOSDs; 

1.1.5 Collaborating and sharing information with other IPC councils and acting as the 
advocate for IOSD interests within the Paralympic Family; 

1.2 Advisory role 

The IOSDs’ Council will advise the IPC Governing Board and IPC Standing Committees on 
matters related to IOSD issues and, in particular, on: 

1.2.1 All matters that are within the IPC General Assembly’s authority; 

1.2.2 The development of IPC’s Strategic Plan; 

1.2.3 The development of IPC policies in general and, in particular, on the following 
policies: 

 the development of the Paralympic programme 
 the IPC Classification Code.  

1.2.4 Candidates for membership in IPC standing committees and any other relevant 
committees and commissions and nominations for IPC awards. 

1.3 Consultative role 

The IOSDs’ Council will consult its constituents and other stakeholders and expects to be 
consulted by the IPC Governing Board and others on matters relating to IOSD issues, including 
but not limited to: 
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1.3.1 The determination of IPC target groups and any mechanism designed to increase 
the level of participation of such target groups within the Paralympic Games and 
other IPC sanctioned events; 

1.3.2 The qualification, training and registration of technical officials and classifiers; 

1.3.3 The development of athletes, in close co-operation with the other IPC councils 
and other IPC stakeholders; 

1.3.4 The principles of and the implementation of the international sports calendar; 

1.3.5 Recommendations related to the improvement of all IOSD aspects of the 
Paralympic Games. 

2 Structure 
2.1 Composition 

2.1.1 The IOSDs’ Council is composed of full members and ex-officio members as 
described in article 3.1.3 of these bylaws. 

2.1.2 The IOSDs’ Council Chairperson will be appointed from within the membership of 
the IOSDs’ Council through agreement of those on the IOSDs’ Council. 

 

2.1.3 The IOSDs’ Council Chairperson normally chairs all meetings of the IOSDs’ 
Council. A member shall replace the Chairperson when he/she is not available. 

2.1.4 The IOSDs’ Council may appoint working groups to address specific matters and, 
where necessary, to do so in consultation with the IPC’s CEO. 

2.2 Staffing 

As an integral part of the IPC, the IOSDs’ Council has no authority to appoint its own staff. The 
IPC management team will provide support to the IOSDs’ Council. The level of support shall be 
mutually agreed between the Chairperson of the IOSDs’ Council and the IPC CEO. 

2.3 Reporting 

2.3.1 In relation to article 2.2, the appointed IPC staff member is responsible, together 
with the Chairperson, for producing minutes of IOSDs’ Council meetings. Copies 
of minutes are submitted to the IPC for information, distribution as appropriate, 
and archiving. 

2.3.2 The minutes will be distributed according to the IPC policy and procedures as 
outlined in Article 1.4 of the IPC Policy on Confidentiality. 
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2.3.3 In compliance with the bylaws of the IPC Governing Board, it is the IPC CEO’s 
responsibility to ensure that recommendations to the IPC Governing Board 
resulting from meetings of the IOSDs’ Council are included on the agenda of the 
IPC Governing Board and that any relevant decisions of the IPC Governing Board 
are communicated back to the IOSDs’ Council members. 

2.3.4 It is the responsibility of the IOSDs’ Council Chairperson to liaise with the IPC 
Governing Board in the appropriate and agreed manner. 

2.3.5 The IOSDs’ Council is required to report on the activities of the IOSDs’ Council and 
this report will be included in the overall biennial report to the IPC General 
Assembly. 

 

3 Membership 
3.1 Members of the IOSDs’ Council 

3.1.1 Any IOSD member of the IPC is entitled to equal representation within the IOSDs’ 
Council. 

3.1.2 Each IOSD is entitled to nominate up to two (2) individuals to represent it on the 
IOSDs’ Council. 

3.1.3 In addition, the IPC President and the IPC CEO may be invited from time to time to 
attend, with speaking rights only.  

3.2 Terms of office 

3.2.1 Each IOSD’s representative to the IOSDs’ Council will be appointed by the IOSD 
concerned for a period determined by that IOSD in consultation with the other 
members of the IOSDs’ Council. 

3.2.2 The term of office for the IOSDs’ Council Chairperson will normally be a period of 
four (4) years. 

3.2.3 There are no limitations to the terms of office that any representative may serve. 

4 Meetings 
4.1 IOSDs’ Council meetings 

4.1.1 There is normally one (1) business meeting of the IOSDs’ Council in each calendar 
year. Any additional meeting requiring financial support from the IPC requires the 
prior approval of the IPC Governing Board. 
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4.1.2 The conduct of meetings of the IOSDs’ Council, including any procedures, will 
follow the IPC standing order ‘The Conduct of IPC Committee Meetings’. 

4.1.3 Observers and guests may be allowed to attend and speak at meetings of the 
IOSDs’ Council at the discretion of the IOSDs’ Council Chairperson. 

4.2 Meetings with other councils 

4.2.1 There is to be at least one (1) meeting of representatives from all IPC councils 
within each Paralympic cycle. 

4.2.2 The convening and chairing of these meetings is the joint responsibility of all 
council chairpersons. 

5 Motions 
5.1 The IOSDs’ Council will consider motions from its members, subject to compliance with 

IPC standing orders. 

5.2 The IOSDs’ Council has the right to submit motions to the IPC Governing Board, subject 
to compliance with the timelines established for the IPC Governing Board meetings. 

5.3 The IOSDs’ Council has the right to submit motions to the IPC General Assembly 
through the IPC Governing Board and subject to compliance with the relevant IPC 
standing order. 

6 Termination of membership 
An individual representative to the IOSDs’ Council may be expelled by a two-thirds (2/3) 
majority decision of the IOSDs’ Council, for reasons of not fulfilling his/her duties or other 
serious breaches of IPC rules and regulations. However, each IOSD’s membership to the IOSDs’ 
Council cannot be terminated by the IOSDs’ Council. 

7 Finances 
7.1 Annual budget 

 

The Chairperson of the IOSDs’ Council or his/her representative, in co-operation with the CEO, 
produces a budget for the IOSDs’ Council. The IOSDs’ Council budget is included in the overall 
IPC budget and submitted for approval to the IPC Governing Board and the IPC General 
Assembly. 

7.2 Other financial regulations 
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Any other financial regulation must be in compliance with the financial procedures issued by 
IPC headquarters from time to time. 

8 Dissolution 
The IOSDs’ Council can only be dissolved by a decision of the IPC General Assembly. 

9 Amendments to bylaws 
The IOSDs’ Council considers and recommends amendments to the bylaws of the IOSDs’ 
Council as necessary. Any amendment to these bylaws is subject to approval by the IPC 
Governing Board. 
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