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Introduction 
The IPC Classification Code (‘the Code’) details policies and procedures common to 
Classification in all Para-Sports. The fundamental purpose of the Code is to uphold confidence 
in Classification and advance participation by a wide range of Athletes. To achieve this, the 
Code requires a best standard of operation from all Signatories carried out in a manner, which 
Athletes and other Paralympic stakeholders understand and have confidence in.  

The Code is complemented by five International Standards that provide technical and 
operational standards for specific aspects of Classification. Compliance with these International 
Standards is mandatory. This Standard is one of those International Standards and should be 
read in conjunction with the Code and the other Standards.  

Purpose 

The purpose of the International Standard of Classifier Personnel and Training is to ensure 
International Federations are harmonised in the identification of Classification personnel and 
have clear provisions as to the qualifications and training they require. 

Definitions 

A list of Defined Terms used in this Standard is included as a Glossary. 
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1 General Provisions 
1.1 International Federations will certify Classifiers to conduct Athlete Evaluation according 

to the specific requirements of each Sport. 

1.2 International Federations must have within their Classification Rules (and/or other 
relevant rules) a clear and transparent process for the education, training and 
certification of Classifiers.  

1.3 This process must specify at a minimum: 

1.3.1 Entry Criteria; 

1.3.2 the required mode of education and training necessary to obtain and 
maintain Classifier Certification;  

1.3.3 Classifier Competencies; 

1.3.4 Classifier Certification; and 

1.3.5 that compliance with a Classifier Code of Conduct is required of all 
Classifiers. 

 

2 Classification Personnel 
2.1 An International Federation must appoint a number of Classification Personnel, each of 

whom will have a key role in the organisation, implementation and administration of 
Classification for the International Federation.  

 These are specified below. 

Classifiers and Classification Panels 

2.2 A Classifier is a person authorised as an Official and certified by an International 
Federation to conduct some or all components of Athlete Evaluation, including while 
serving as a member of a Classification Panel. 

[Comment to art. 2.2: The assessment of Eligible Impairment might be conducted by an Individual rather 
than by a Classification Panel, as defined in the International Standard on Eligible Impairments and the 
International Standard on Athlete Evaluation.] 

2.3 An International Federation may set Entry Criteria in respect of the persons that it will 
certify to act as Classifiers. In particular, in order to be certified by an International 
Federation as a Classifier, a person must have competencies as specified by the 
International Federation. 
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2.4 Classifiers can be former Athletes or coaches, sports scientists, physical educators and 
professionals in health sciences, all of whom have the abilities and qualifications 
relevant to conduct all or specific parts of Athlete Evaluation, according to the rules of 
the International Federation in which they are certified. 

[Comment to Article 2.4: is for each International Federation to determine what qualifications and 
competencies it requires Classifiers to have, but in any event, must make these requirements clear and 
transparent. Some sports will require specialist medical expertise, others will require specific sport 
experience, and others may require a combination of expertise.]  

2.5 International Federations must have within their Classification Rules (and/or other 
relevant rules) Classifier Certification and Classifier Training Processes by which a 
Classifier is educated, trained and certified. 

2.6 A Classification Panel is a group of Classifiers appointed to conduct some components 
of Athlete Evaluation and/or handle Protests in accordance with the International 
Federation Classification Rules. 

2.7 Classification Panels generally will include a minimum of two Classifiers; unless an 
International Federation requires more than two Classifiers constitute a Classification 
Panel. 

Head of Classification 

2.8 The Head of Classification is a person identified by the International Federation to be 
responsible for the direction, administration, co-ordination and implementation of 
Classification matters for the International Federation. 

2.9 If the position as Head of Classification cannot be filled, an International Federation 
may appoint a person or group of persons to be responsible for these Classification 
matters for the International Federation.  

2.10 The Head of Classification may delegate specific responsibilities and/or the transfer 
specific tasks to designated senior, or experienced Classifiers, or other International 
Federation officers or representatives. 

2.11 If certified as a Classifier, the Head of Classification may be appointed as a Classifier 
and/or Chief Classifier. 

Chief Classifier 

2.12 The Chief Classifier is a Classifier appointed by an International Federation to direct, 
administer, co-ordinate and implement Classification matters for a specific Competition 
according to the International Federation Classification Rules.  
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2.13 The Chief Classifier may delegate specific responsibilities and/or  transfer specific tasks 
to designated senior or experienced Classifiers, or other International Federation 
officers or representatives, and/or appointed persons in the local organizing committee 
of a Competition. 

Trainee Classifiers 

2.14 A Trainee Classifier is a person who is in the process of formal training by the 
International Federation. 

2.15 The International Federation may appoint Trainee Classifiers to participate in some or 
all components of Athlete Evaluation under the supervision of a Classification Panel to 
develop the necessary competencies and proficiencies for certification as a Classifier. 

 

3 Classifier Training 
3.1 International Federations must provide training and education in order that Classifiers 

may obtain and/or maintain Classifier Competencies, including: 

3.1.1 Entry level education; 

3.1.2 Advanced training; 

3.1.3 Maintaining certification; and 

3.1.4 Re-certification, if certification was withdrawn previously 

3.2 International Federations will specify how they will provide and maintain both an 
ongoing education program for its Classifiers, and similar programs for persons who 
wish to become Classifiers. 

 

4 Classifier Competencies  
4.1 International Federations must have within their Classification Rules (and/or other 

relevant rules) a clear description of Classifier Competencies.  

4.2 Classifier Competencies must include at a minimum:   

4.2.1 a thorough understanding of the Classification Rules for the sport for which 
they seek certification; 

4.2.2 an understanding of the sport and the rules of those sports for the sport for 
which they seek certification; 
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4.2.3 an understanding of the Code and the International Standards; 

4.2.4 the professional qualifications, level of experience or any other skills or 
abilities the International Federation determines that a Classifier must 
possess in order to conduct Athlete Evaluation and/or handle Protests. 

 

5 Classifier Certification 
5.1 International Federations must make provision in their Classification Rules (and/or 

other relevant rules) for Classifier Certification.  

5.2 An International Federation may provide that Classifier Certification is subject to certain 
limitations, including (but not limited to): 

5.2.1 a limitation on the level of Competition or Event at which the Classifier is 
certified to act as a Classifier;  

5.2.2 that the Classifier Certification is valid for a specific time frame only;  

5.2.3 that the Classifier Certification must be made subject to review within a 
specific timeframe by reference to the Classifier Competencies; 

5.2.4 that a Classifier may lose Classifier Certification if the International 
Federation is not satisfied that the Classifier possesses the required 
Classifier Competencies; 

5.2.5 that a Classifier may regain Classifier Certification if the International 
Federation is satisfied that the Classifier possesses the required Classifier 
Competencies. 

[Comment to Article 5: an International Federation will specify how it will determine a Classifier complies 
with the criteria set for its Classifiers, the means of notification for Classifiers who maintain competency 
and for those who do not, and how certification information is made public. The International Federation 
can require that Classifiers demonstrate their ongoing compliance with these criteria as part of a process 
for maintaining competency and stipulate that Classifiers who do not continue to meet these criteria will 
have their certification removed or suspended. The International Federation may require a ‘re-
certification’ process for Classifiers who have their certification removed or suspended.] 
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6 Classifier Code of Conduct 
6.1 International Federations must provide within their Classification Rules (and/or other 

relevant rules) that all Classifiers must comply with the relevant Classifier Code of 
Conduct. 

6.2 Each International Federation’s Classifier Code of Conduct must provide at a minimum 
that Classifiers: 

6.2.1 comply with all relevant ethical standards; 
6.2.2 act as neutral evaluators in determining Sport Class and Sport Class Status 

for all Athletes; 
6.2.3 perform their duties courteously, competently, consistently and objectively 

for all Athletes regardless of team affiliation or national origin; 
6.2.4 declare any actual, perceived or potential Conflicts of Interest; and 
6.2.5 must not assume any roles and responsibilities in the sport that conflicts 

with their duties as Classification Personnel. 
 [Comment to Article 6.2.5: Classifiers must avoid taking on any other roles and responsibilities at 
Competitions where they are acting as Classifiers. For example, a Classifier must not act as a technical 
official at a Competition, such as a judge or other sport official. Further, a Classifier must not hold any 
sport related responsibility within a team, such as a team doctor, regardless of whether that team is 
competing at the relevant Competition]. 

6.3 International Federations must have within their Classification Rules (and/or other 
relevant rules) procedures for reporting and investigating complaints of non-
compliance with the Classifier Code that must include procedures for taking 
disciplinary measures against Classifiers found to be in violation of the Classifier Code. 
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Glossary 
Capitalized Terms used in this Standard shall have the meaning given to them in the 
Classification Code. 

In addition, the following Capitalized Terms used in this Standard shall have the meaning given 
to them below: 

 

Classifier Competencies:  the qualifications and abilities that the International 
Federation deems necessary for a Classifier to be 
competent to conduct Athlete Evaluation for a sport or 
sports governed by that International Federation. 

Classifier Certification:  the processes by which an International Federation will 
assess that a Classifier has met the specific Classifier 
Competencies. 

Classifier Code of Conduct:  the behavioural and ethical standards specified by the 
International Federation in respect of Classifiers. 

Entry Criteria:  standards set by an International Federation relating to the 
expertise or experience levels of persons who wish to be act 
as Classifiers. This might, for example, include former 
Athletes or coaches, sports scientists, physical educators 
and professionals in health sciences, all of whom have the 
abilities and qualifications relevant to conduct all or specific 
parts of Athlete Evaluation. 
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