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Introduction 
The IPC Classification Code (‘the Code’) details policies and procedures common to 
Classification in all Para-Sports. The fundamental purpose of the Code is to uphold confidence 
in Classification and advance participation by a wide range of Athletes. To achieve this, the 
Code requires a best standard of operation from all Signatories carried out in a manner, which 
Athletes and other Paralympic stakeholders understand and have confidence in.  

The Code is complemented by five International Standards that provide technical and 
operational standards for specific aspects of Classification. Compliance with these International 
Standards is mandatory. This Standard is one of those International Standards and should be 
read in conjunction with the Code and the other Standards.   

Purpose  

The Code requires International Federations to make provision for a process by which the 
outcome of Athlete Evaluation may be challenged (a ‘Protest’) or the manner in which Athlete 
Evaluation has been conducted (an ‘Appeal’). This International Standard provides mandatory 
rules and standards relating to both Protests and Appeals. 

The purpose of the International Standard for Protests and Appeals is to ensure that 
International Federations make provision for and conduct the process of both a ‘Protest’ and an 
‘Appeal’ in a harmonized and uniform manner.  

Definitions 

A list of Defined Terms used in this Standard is included as a Glossary. 
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1 General Provisions 
1.1  International Federations are required (by way of their Classification Rules and in any 

other relevant rules) implement provisions relating to the making and subsequent 
resolution of a Protest and an Appeal that are consistent with this Standard.  

 

PART 1. PROTESTS 
 

2 Protest Definitions 
2.1 A Protest may be made in respect of the allocation of a Sport Class to an Athlete. No 

Protest may be made in respect of the designation of an Athlete’s Sport Class Status. 

2.2 A Protest cannot be made in respect of the allocation to an Athlete of Sport Class Not 
Eligible (NE).  

[Comment to Article 2.2: if an International Federation allocates Sport Class Not Eligible (NE) because the 
Athlete either has a Health Condition that cannot lead to an Eligible Impairment, or does not have an 
Eligible Impairment, this is not subject to Protest. If a Classification Panel allocates Sport Class Not 
Eligible (NE) because the Athlete does not comply with Minimum Impairment Criteria, this is subject to a 
re-evaluation if the Athlete elects to have such a further evaluation. No Protest is therefore necessary. An 
Athlete can waive this automatic re-evaluation but if so would not be allowed to make a Protest 
thereafter]. 

2.3 The International Federation responsible for allocating a Sport Class must resolve any 
Protest made in respect of that Sport Class.   

2.4 Protests must be resolved in a manner that minimizes the impact on Competition 
participation, and Competition schedules and results.  

2.5 International Federations are required (by way of their Classification Rules and in any 
other relevant rules) to specify the consequences to results and prizes of an Athlete 
changing Sport Class after a Protest.  

 

3 Parties Permitted to Make a Protest 
3.1 Protests may only be made by the following parties:  

3.1.1 A National Body; and  
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3.1.2 An International Federation. 

[Comment to Article 3: A National Body had the right under the 2007 Classification Code to make a 
Protest in respect of Athletes under its jurisdiction. This right is preserved in this Standard. It was also 
permissible for National Bodies to make Protests in respect of the Sport Classes allocated to Athletes 
from other nations. This has been removed from the 2017 Code and Standards and replaced with a new 
process whereby International Federations may make a Protest. This includes Protests which are made 
on the basis of a National Body believing that the Sport Class allocated to an Athlete from another nation 
should be reviewed.] 

 

4 National Body Protests 
4.1 A National Body may make a Protest on behalf of an Athlete. An Athlete must not make 

a Protest without the authorisation of the International Federation.  

[Comment to Article 4.1: if an Athlete wishes to make a Protest this must be undertaken with the 
knowledge and support of the relevant National Body. This is why this Standard specifies that a National 
Body, and not an Athlete, must make a Protest. There may be circumstances, however, when this is not 
feasible: for example, an international Competition in which Athletes enter and participate independently 
from National Bodies. International Federations may provide Athlete Evaluation opportunities at such 
Competitions and if so may make provision for Athletes to make ‘direct’ Protests. This Standard should 
be read as encompassing both National Body and ‘direct’ Protests.]  

4.2 A National Body may make a Protest in respect of the Sport Class of any Athlete under 
its jurisdiction who at the time of being enrolled at the Competition holds a Sport Class 
that has been designated either Sport Class Status New (N) or Sport Class Status 
Review (R).  

[Comment to Article 4.2: An International Federation or Competition Organiser specify when an Athlete 
‘is enrolled’ for a Competition. A National Body may make a Protest at a Competition in respect of an 
Athlete who is enrolled to take part in a Competition with Sport Class Status New or Review, but is 
subsequently designated with Sport Class Status Confirmed. This does not apply to Athletes who have 
been designated with a Fixed Review Date.] 

4.3 A National Body Protest must be made at a Competition. 

4.4 The National Body making the Protest is responsible for ensuring that all Protest 
process requirements are complied with. 

4.5 A National Body may not make a Protest in respect of the Sport Class of any Athlete 
who is under the jurisdiction of another National Body. If a National Body believes there 
are grounds for a Protest in respect of the Sport Class allocated to such an Athlete it 
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may request its International Federation to make a Protest as provided for in this 
Standard. 

[Comment to Article 4.5: It is not possible for a National Body to make a direct Protest in respect of the 
Sport Class allocated to a competitor Athlete. If a National Body has concerns over the allocation of such 
a Sport Class, it can request that the International Federation make such a protest pursuant to the 
provisions in this Standard regarding International Federation Protests.]  

4.6 An International Federation must designate the timeframes within which a National 
Body may make a Protest at a Competition. 

[Comment to Article 4.6: these timeframes must be reasonable and within the relevant Competition.]  

4.7 If an Athlete is required by a Classification Panel to undergo Observation in competition 
Assessment by way of First Appearance, a National Body may make a Protest before or 
after First Appearance takes place. If a Protest is made before First Appearance takes 
place the Athlete must not be permitted to compete until the Protest has been 
resolved. 

[Comment to Article 4.7: an Athlete who undergoes Athlete Evaluation may, pursuant to the International 
Standard for Athlete Evaluation, be required to undergo Observation in Competition Assessment. This will 
take place by way of First Appearance. A National Body may make a Protest before or after First 
Appearance but if the Protest is made before First Appearance, the Athlete will not be able to compete at 
all until the Protest is resolved. If a Protest is made, and a Sport Class allocated subsequently following 
First Appearance, that decision is final.]  

 

5 National Body Protest Procedure  
5.1 A National Body Protest must be made by way of a Protest Form, the format of which 

shall be set by the International Federation, which must include: 

5.1.1 The name and sport of the Protested Athlete;  

5.1.2 The details of the Protested Decision and/or a copy of the Protested 
Decision;  

 5.1.3 A reasoned explanation as to why the Protest has been made and the basis 
on which the National Body believes that the Protested Decision is flawed;  

5.1.4 Any fee (a ‘Protest Fee’) the International Federation may require a 
National Body to pay in respect of the Protest. 

[Comment to Article 5.1: it is essential that a National Body provides a reasoned explanation as to why it 
considers that a Classification Panel’s determination must be reviewed by way of a Protest: a simple 
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statement that the National Body does not agree with the Classification Panel’s determination, or that the 
National Body does not feel that the Classification Panel has applied the relevant Sport Class profiles 
properly, will not be adequate. A National Body may be required to pay a Protest Fee to the relevant 
International Federation or Competition Organizer in connection with the making of a Protest. The 
amount of the fee and the requirement to pay it are at the discretion of the International Federation, but if 
a fee is charged it must be reasonable and not act as an artificial barrier to the making of legitimate 
Protests.] 

5.2 All documents and other evidence referred to in the Protest Form must be submitted 
with the Protest Form, or as soon as is reasonably practicable following the submission 
of the Protest Form.  

[Comment to Article 4.2: for example, copies of medical documentation, sport records or other 
relevant materials.] 

5.3 The Protest Form, supporting explanation and documentation, and any prescribed fee, 
must be submitted to the Chief Classifier for the relevant Competition within the 
timeframes specified by the International Federation. Upon receipt of the Protest Form 
and the information and/or documentation specified in this Standard, the Chief 
Classifier must conduct a review of the Protest. 

5.3.1 If it appears to the Chief Classifier that the Protest is not supported by 
evidence and/or otherwise does not comply with the relevant Protest 
procedures, the Chief Classifier shall decline the Protest and notify all 
relevant parties. In such cases, the Chief Classifier shall provide a written 
explanation to the National Body as soon as is practicable. Any Protest fee 
will be forfeited.  

5.3.2 If the Chief Classifier declines a Protest, the National Body may resubmit 
the Protest if it is able to remedy the deficiencies identified by the Chief 
Classifier. The time frames for re-submitting a Protest shall be specified by 
the International Federation and be consistent with this Standard.  

5.3.3 If it appears to the Chief Classifier that the Protest is supported by 
evidence and complies with the relevant Protest procedures the Protest 
must be accepted. If the Protest is accepted: 

5.3.3.1 the Protested Athlete’s Sport Class shall remain unchanged 
pending the outcome of the Protest but the Protested Athlete’s 
Sport Class Status shall be retained or amended as or to Sport 
Class Status Review (R) as appropriate; 
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5.3.3.2 the Chief Classifier shall appoint a Protest Panel to resolve the 
Protest as soon as is reasonably possible, which must be if 
practicable at the Competition the Protest was made. 

5.3.4 The Head of Classification and/or the Chief Classifier will notify all relevant 
parties of the time and date for the Athlete Evaluation that will be 
conducted by the Protest Panel.  

 

6 International Federation Protests  
6.1 An International Federation may make a Protest in respect of the Sport Class of any 

Athlete under its jurisdiction at any time.  

6.2 An International Federation may make a Protest if it has good reason to believe that the 
Protested Athlete’s ability to execute the specific tasks and activities fundamental to 
the sport are not consistent with the Sport Class that has been allocated to the 
Protested Athlete. 

[Comment to Article 6: Article 6 provides an International Federation with limited authority to ensure the 
integrity of Sport Classes, which in turn underpins the essential fairness and unpredictability of 
competition. It must be engaged only where significant unfairness to Athletes would otherwise result. In 
particular, an International Federation must pay close regard to the number of Protests that have been 
made in respect of a particular Athlete and the motivations of any party that encourages the International 
Federation to make such a Protest.  Typically the grounds for such a Protest will arise if there is or 
appears to be an obvious and permanent change in the degree of Impairment and/or the Protested 
Athlete’s ability execute the specific tasks and activities fundamental to the sport; or there has been or 
appears to have been a manifest and obvious error made by a Classification Panel which has led to the 
Protested Athlete being allocated a Sport Class which is significantly inconsistent with those tasks and 
activities.] 

 

7 International Federation Protest Procedure 
7.1 The Head of Classification of the International Federation will advise the relevant 

National Body at the earliest possible opportunity that a Protest is to be made.  

7.2 The Head of Classification will provide the National Body with a reasoned explanation 
as to why the Protest has been made and the basis on which the Head of Classification 
believes that the Protest is justified.   

7.3 If an International Federation makes a Protest:  
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7.3.1 the Protested Athlete’s Sport Class shall remain unchanged pending the 
outcome of the Protest but the Protested Athlete’s Sport Class Status shall 
be retained or amended as or to Sport Class Status Review (R) as 
appropriate; 

7.3.2 a Protest Panel must be appointed to resolve the Protest as soon as is 
reasonably possible. 

7.4 A Chief Classifier may make a Protest for and on behalf of an International Federation at 
a Competition if it is in the interests of fairness to Athletes to do so.  

[Comment to Article7.4: there may be circumstances when time constraints require a Chief Classifier to 
make an IF Protest on behalf of the International Federation, for example where a manifest and obvious 
error made by a Classification Panel has the potential, if uncorrected, to result in unfairness to Athletes 
and harm to the integrity of the Competition. This must be regarded very much as an emergency measure 
to be used in situations where an International Federation Protest is desirable but not practicable.]  

 

8 Resolving a Protest: the Protest Panel 
8.1 A Chief Classifier may fulfil one or more of the Head of Classification’s obligations in 

relation to this Article if authorised to do so by the Head of Classification.  

8.2 A Protest Panel must be appointed by the Head of Classification in a manner consistent 
with the provisions relating to the appointment of a Classification Panel referred to in 
the International Standard for Athlete Evaluation.  

8.3 A Protest Panel must not include any person who:  

8.3.1 was a member of the Classification Panel that made the Protested 
Decision; or 

8.3.2 any person who has been a member of a Classification Panel that has 
conducted any Athlete Evaluation in respect of the Protested Athlete within 
a period of twelve (12) months prior to the date of the Protested Decision, 
save that a National Body may agree to a Protest Panel comprising such a 
person.  

 [Comment to Article 8.3: these restrictions are to ensure that the risk of a Conflict of Interest is managed 
properly: however, if a National Body is comfortable with such a person being part of Classification Panel, 
it may agree to this. This might be helpful in situations where the Protest might not otherwise be capable 
of resolution at that Competition.]  
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8.4 The Head of Classification will supply all documentation submitted with the Protest 
Form to the Protest Panel. The Head of Classification will notify all relevant parties of 
the time and date for the relevant components of Athlete Evaluation that will be 
conducted by the Protest Panel.  

8.5 The Protest Panel will conduct the relevant components of Athlete Evaluation. The 
Protest Panel may make enquires of the Classification Panel that made the Protested 
Decision and the Chief Classifier if such enquiries will enable the Protest Panel to 
complete Athlete Evaluation in a fair and transparent manner.  

[Comment to Article 8.5: these enquiries are intended to make sure that the Protest Panel is fully aware 
of all the circumstances of the first Athlete Evaluation, so that it understands the issues raised by the 
Protest.]  

8.6 The Protest Panel will (if able to do so) allocate a Sport Class and designate a Sport 
Class Status. All relevant parties shall be notified of the Protest Panel’s decision as 
quickly as possible following Athlete Evaluation.  

8.7 The decision of the Protest Panel is final and is not subject to any further National Body 
Protest.  

[Comment to Article 8.7: whilst the decision of the Protest Panel is final and binding upon the Athlete, it 
will be subject to an International Federation Protest.] 

 

9 Provisions Where No Protest Panel is Available  
9.1 If a Protest is made at a Competition but there is no opportunity for the Protest to be 

resolved at that Competition:  

9.1.1 The Protested Athlete will be permitted to compete within the Sport Class 
that is the subject of the Protest, pending the resolution of the Protest;  

9.1.2 All reasonable steps will be taken to ensure that the Protest is resolved at 
the earliest opportunity. 

[Comment to Article 9: this Article reflects the reality that on occasion the resolution of a Protest will not 
be possible, for example if the Classifiers available to participate in a Protest Panel are precluded from 
participation in a Protest Panel. In such instances the Protest will be deferred until the next available 
opportunity.]  
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10 Special Provisions  
10.1 An International Federation may make arrangements for some or all of the components 

of Athlete Evaluation to take place at a place and at a time away from a Competition in 
accordance with the International Standard for Athlete Evaluation.  

10.2 If an International Federation makes provision for Sport Classes to be allocated in this 
way it must specify how, when and if a Protest may be made in respect of such Sport 
Classes.  

[Comment to Article 10: Conducting Athlete Evaluation solely at Competitions is inefficient and costly. 
Athletes, International Federations and Event Organizers will benefit significantly if Athlete Evaluation can 
take place both at Competitions and at carefully selected venues away from Competition. If so, it will be 
necessary for International Federations to establish special provisions to permit a Protest to take place. 
This will ensure fairness for all Athletes and maintain the integrity of Competition.]  

 
 

PART 2. APPEALS 
 

11 General Provisions and Definitions 
11.1 If a National Body believes that an International Federation in the course of applying its 

Classification Rules has made an unfair decision, it may apply by way of an Appeal to 
have that decision set aside.  

11.2 A decision will be considered unfair if it has been made in contravention of the 
procedures set out in the Classification Rules and there is some manifest unfairness 
associated with the decision such that it must be set aside.  

11.3 An Appeal must be made and resolved in accordance with this Standard.  

11.4 An International Federation must designate an Appeal Body for the hearing and 
resolution of Appeals. In respect of sports for which the IPC acts as the International 
Federation or at IPC multisport events, including the Paralympic Games, the IPC Board 
of Appeal of Classification (‘the BAC’) is the Appeal Body.  

11.5 Any International Federation may designate the BAC as being the Appeal Body for 
resolving Appeals made by Athletes under its jurisdiction or establish its own body to 
exercise that function.  
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11.6 The Appeal Body shall have the power to either rule that the relevant decision must be 
upheld, or to set the decision aside. The Appeal Body shall have no power to amend any 
decision and in particular has no power to amend a Sport Class or Sport Class Status.  

11.7 The Appeal Body may decline to rule on an Appeal if it appears that other available 
remedies, including but not limited to Protest procedures, have not been exhausted. 

[Comment to Article 11: The limited scope of review available to the Appeal Body is a fundamental aspect 
of an Appeal. Sport Class allocation is a sport decision and must be made by those authorized and 
certified by an International Federation to do so. Those decisions cannot be changed save by other 
persons who are similarly authorized and certified. The Appeal Body may only review the process by 
which these decisions have been arrived at to ensure that such process has been fair and in accordance 
with Classification Rules.  

The BAC has been established by the IPC as being a specialist dispute resolution body to adjudicate on 
Appeals. The IPC will make the BAC available to any International Federation that wishes to utilize it as its 
resolution body for Appeals, subject to an agreement between that IF and the IPC on the costs and 
charges that are payable by the IF in respect of the BAC. The IPC has implemented detailed Rules of 
Procedure that govern the conduct of proceedings brought before the BAC. The IPC will publish details of 
the costs and charges that are payable by an International Federation in respect of the BAC.] 

 

12 Appeal Process 
12.1 A National Body may make an Appeal by submitting a Notice of Appeal to the 

applicable International Federation. 

12.2 A Notice of Appeal must: 

12.2.1 be made within fifteen (15) days of the decision being complained of; 

12.2.2 identify the decision being Appealed, by attaching a copy of the decision (if 
written) or briefly summarising it; 

12.2.3 specify the grounds for the Appeal; 

12.2.4 identify all documents, evidence and witnesses to be put forward in 
support of the Appeal; 

12.2.5 be submitted with any fee specified by the International Federation. 

[Comment to Article 12.2: Appeals must be made within fifteen days of the relevant decision, unless the 
International Federation agrees otherwise.] 
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12.3 Upon receipt of a Notice of Appeal, if the party bringing the Appeal has complied with 
all relevant Appeal procedures and exhausted all other available remedies, the 
International Federation must refer the Appeal to the Appeal Body for resolution.  

[Comment to Article 12.3: If a National Body could have made a Protest in respect of the allocation of a 
Sport Class, but fails to do so, it cannot make any Appeal if it was aware of the grounds upon which it 
wishes to make an Appeal at the time that it could have made a Protest. An Appeal may be made if a 
National Body becomes aware of such grounds after the time frames for making a Protest have expired.]      

12.4 Appeal proceedings are confidential. The parties and the Appeal Body shall not 
disclose facts or other information relating to the dispute or the proceedings to any 
person save to the extent necessary to prosecute or defend the Appeal. 

 

13 Appeal Decision 
13.1 As soon as is practicable following the conclusion of the hearing, the Appeal Body must 

issue a written decision regarding the Appeal. The Appeal Body shall either affirm the 
decision appealed from or set aside the decision. The Appeal Body shall have no further 
power in respect of its decision.  

13.2 If the Appeal Body sets aside a decision it may if appropriate make recommendations 
as to the steps to be taken by the International Federation in light of that decision. 

13.3 The Appeal Body decision shall be provided to all parties. In the case of Appeals made 
during a Competition, the outcome of the Appeal shall be communicated to the 
Competition Organizing Committee. 

13.4 The decision of the Appeal Body is final and is not subject to any further appeal.  
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PART 3. APPLICATION DURING MAJOR EVENTS 
 
 

14 Ad Hoc Provisions Relating to Protests and Appeals 
 

14.1 The IPC may issue special ad hoc provisions to supplement this International Standard 
to operate during the Paralympic Games or other Competitions. An International 
Federation may also issue special ad hoc provisions to supplement this International 
Standard to operate during specified Competitions under their own jurisdiction.  
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Glossary 
Capitalized Terms used in this Standard shall have the meaning given to them in the 
Classification Code. 
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