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INTRODUCTION 
LONDON 2012 PARALYMPIC GAMES 

 
OVERVIEW 
 

The purpose of the London 2012 Paralympic 
Games Qualification Guide is to provide 
National Paralympic Committees (NPCs) with a 
comprehensive document that  outlines the 
qualification systems to be met for athletes 
and teams seeking to compete in the London 
2012 Paralympic Games.  The Guide presents  
 
• the General IPC Regulations on Eligibility 
• the Sport-Specific Qualification Criteria 

(alphabetically) 
• an overview of the London 2012 

Paralympic Programme and 
• a Glossary of the terminology used 

througout the document 

STRUCTURE OF SPORT-
SPECIFIC QUALIFICATION 
CRITERIA 

As in past editions of the Paralympic Games, 
the sport-specific qualification criteria 
contained in the Guide has been structured in 
a standardized format to enable readers to 
quickly locate or cross reference information 
between sports.  The standardized structure 
of each sport-specific qualification criteria is as 
follows: 
• Events 
• Athletes Quota 
• Allocation of Qualification 
• Maximum Quota Allocation per NPC 
• Athlete Eligibility 
• Maximum Entry per NPC 
• Qualification System Principles 

(Methodology) 
• Qualifying Timeline 
• Dates/Process of Confirmation of 

Qualification Slots 
• Reallocation of Unused Qualification Slots 
 

QUALIFICATION 
METHODS 

Furthermore, the IPC has developed a 
categorical list of accepted qualification 
methods that 
• reflect a threshold that will achieve the 

highest athlete performances within the 
context of the sport 

• uphold the fundamental ethical principles of 
non-discrimination and 
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QUALIFICATION 
METHODS 
(continued) 
 
 

• ensure regional opportunities for 
qualification exist (whenever possible) and 
regional distribution of qualification slots 
are justifiable based on elite performances 
and/or prevalence in a given region. 

 
The overview of the various qualification 
methods used in the various sport-specific 
qualification criteria include the following: 
• Placement at World Championships 
• Placement in Regional/Zonal 

Championships/Games 
• Placement in other IPSF Sanctioned 

Competitions or Qualifiers 
• Rank on a World, Regional or Paralympic 

Minimum Qualification Standard (MQS) 
Ranking List  

• Quota Allocation Formula 
• Host Country Qualification 
• Bipartite Invitations* 
 
*This method, formally named the “Sports-
Specific Wild Card” allocation method, now 
includes the IPSF and the IPC as the bipartite, 
two parties, that collectively determine the 
allocation of a pre-determined number of 
qualification slots allocated on a discretionary 
basis.  
 

QUESTIONS AND 
UPDATES 

Should your NPC have questions regarding 
sport-specific qualification issues, please 
contact the respective IPSF with a copy to the 
IPC (if different). As and if updates become 
available to any sections of the Guide, the IPC 
will notify NPCs via email, on the IPC website 
and in editions of the IPC Bulletin. 
 
For the latest versions of this document please 
refer to the London 2012 Paralympic Games 
section on the IPC website at 
http://www.paralympic.org/Paralympic_Games/
London_2012. For questions on any aspect of 
the London 2012 Paralympic Games 
Qualification Guide please send emails to 
Qualify2012@paralympic.org or send by fax to  
+49 228-2097-209 to the attention of IPC 
Sports Department. 

mailto:Qualify2012@paralympic.org
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OFFICIAL LANGUAGE The official language of the IPC is English. In 

the case that an NPC translates this 
document for its own use the English version 
shall prevail in the case of a discrepancy. 
 

COPYRIGHT (2009) All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced or transmitted for 
commercial purposes by any process without 
prior written permission of the International 
Paralympic Committee. 
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