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President’s welcome

Dear media representative,

I am delighted to present the first IPC 
Snowboard Media Guide for the 2015-16 
season.
Since successfully debuting at the Sochi 
2014 Paralympic Winter Games, snow-
board has continued to expand its reach 
and popularity.
In 2015 the sport held the first World 
Championships under the governance of 
IPC Snowboard, and has also made a se-
ries of changes to classification and com-
petition formats in order to improve the 
sport and attract new audiences.
This season the World Cup circuit contin-
ues with eight scheduled in two new loca-
tions, alongside three Europa Cups.
You can find out more about these devel-
opments later on in the Media Guide, but 
I want to highlight here what is new for 
2015-16.
Giant slalom is a format which is more ac-
cessible, particularly in countries where 
the sport is still growing. So this season, 
the format will run at the Asia Cup in Yong-
pyong, South Korea, for the first time.
The Asia Cup itself is an important ad-
dition, as the focus is on developing IPC 
Snowboard in the region ahead of Pyeo-
ngChang 2018 and Beijing 2022.

North America (NorAm) Cups at Aspen 
Snowmass, USA, and Big White, Canada, 
have been introduced to provide more 
lower-level competition opportunities in 
these fast-growing countries.
Underscoring all of this is that the expan-
sion of the continental Cup programme 
will establish it as a feeder series, in turn 
building the profile, prestige and compet-
itiveness of the World Cup.
The final key step for 2015-16 is the 
launch of a dedicated website, Facebook 
and Twitter profiles for IPC Snowboard, as 
there is now enough demand for an inde-
pendent digital presence.
These developments join last season’s 
split in lower-limb impairment classifi-
cations, the addition of banked slalom 
and the change of format for snow-
board-cross, which is now a more exciting 
head-to-head format.
The sport is moving in the right direction 
and I am convinced that the popularity of 
IPC Snowboard will grow and grow.
However it cannot continue to progress 
without your help. Media coverage will 
help to attract new athletes, encourage 
countries to build their programmes and 
ensure the future of the sport.
I hope that this Media Guide provides you 
with everything you need to cover the 
2015-16 season, but we would be grate-
ful for any comments you might have 
about what information you would like to 
see in future editions.

Thank you for your support,
Regards

Sir Philip Craven MBE
IPC President
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About the sport

Lucy Dominy
IPC Sports Public Relations and Campaigns Manager
Telephone: +49 228 2097-159
Email: lucy.dominy@paralympic.org

Eva Werthmann
IPC Media Operations Manager
Telephone: +49 228 2097-143
Email: eva.werthmann@paralympic.org

Jose Manuel-Dominguez
IPC Broadcast Manager
Telephone: +49 228 2097-104
Email: jose.dominguez@paralympic.org

IPC Snowboard is practiced worldwide 
and features three disciplines: snow-
board-cross, banked slalom and giant 
slalom. Athletes combine speed and agil-
ity while racing down courses as fast as 
possible.
Competition includes male and female 
athletes with a physical impairment such 
as spinal injury, cerebral palsy and ampu-
tation.
Athletes compete in three categories 
based on their functional ability – SB-
LL1 and SB-LL1 for lower-limb impaired 
riders and SB-UL for upper-limb impaired 
athletes.
Snowboarders use equipment that is 
adapted to their needs including snow-
board and orthopaedic aids.
IPC Alpine Skiing and Snowboard acts as 
the International Federation for the sport 

which is co-ordinated by the IPC Alpine 
Skiing and Snowboard Technical Com-
mittee.
A provisional total of 10 medal events are 
on the Paralympic programme, with the 
exact events to be confirmed by the IPC 
Governing Board ahead of the Pyeong-
Chang 2018 Paralympic Winter Games.
The sport made its debut Sochi 2014 with 
two medal events in women’s and men’s 
snowboard-cross.

Follow us: 

 @IPCSnowboard
     
 IPCSnowboard 

www.ipc-snowboard.org

Media and broadcast contacts
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Banked slalom
Each athlete competes three runs down 
the course with their best run determin-
ing the final order based on ascending 
time. There is only one rider on the course 
at a time. The course may be a medium 
pitched slope. It may be a naturally vary-
ing terrain, with plenty of bumps and dips, 
and preferably a U-shape/natural valley.

Snowboard-cross (head-to-head) 
During qualification, each athlete com-
pletes three runs down the course with 
their best run determining the final order 
based on ascending time. There is only 
one rider on the course at a time during 
qualification. 
Finals consist of 16 men and eight wom-
en, with two competitors per heat or such 
other numbers as determined by the Jury. 

Competition description

The ideal snowboard-cross may allow the 
construction of any features excluding: 
gap jumps, corner jumps, spines and dou-
ble spines, cutting banks, giant slalom 
turns and negative banks.

Snowboard-cross (time-trial)
Each athlete competes three runs down 
the course with their best run determin-
ing the final order based on ascending 
time. There is only one rider on the course 
at a time. As with head-to-head, the event 
takes place on a man-made course con-
structed from a variety of terrain features 
like bank turns. The course design is also 
the same as head-to-head.

Giant slalom
Each athlete competes two runs down the 
course with the combined time determin-
ing the final order. There is only one rider 
on the course at a time. General charac-
teristics and terrain of the course include 
a medium pitched slope, preferably with 
various grades. The course may be per-
fectly groomed and the snow surface may 
be compacted.

History
IPC Snowboard was initially governed by 
the World Snowboard Federation (WSF), 
but after a Memorandum of Understand-
ing was signed in 2010, it was taken un-
der IPC Alpine Skiing with a view to con-
tinue working with the WSF to develop 

the sport. At the moment, IPC Snowboard 
also has a co-operation agreement with 
the Fédération Internationale de Ski (FIS) 
collaborating on the development and 
technical aspects.
The sport owes its success to the deter-
mination of a group of pioneering riders 
who in 2005 began their quest to have the 
sport included at the Paralympic Winter 
Games.
After many years of campaigning, in 
2012 it was announced that snowboard 
would make its debut at the Sochi 2014 
Paralympic Winter Games with two medal 
events in lower-limb impairment classi-
fications for men and women in snow-
board-cross time trial.
A hugely successful debut which attract-
ed worldwide media interest saw the 
Netherlands’ Bibian Mentel-Spee secure 
the women’s gold whilst US rider Evan 
Strong took the men’s.
This thrust snowboard onto the global 
stage and in 2015, the first IPC Snow-
board World Championships were held 
in La Molina, Spain. Here, banked slalom 
and snowboard-cross head-to-head were 
contested for the first time, whilst the low-
er-limb impaired classifications were split 
and upper-limb impaired riders also com-
peted for coveted world titles.
The 2015 World Championships saw the 
culmination of ongoing improvements to 
the classification system, including the 
separation of lower-limb impaired riders 
to SB-LL1 and SB-LL2 which was intro-
duced during the 2014-15 season. 
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The 2015-16 season calendar will fea-
ture eight World Cups and the addition of 
Asian and North American (NorAm) Cups 
for the first time.

The calendar also features three Europa 
Cups, two new World Cup venues in Les 
Angles, France; and Trentino, Italy, and 
the new discipline of giant slalom.

The race season has increased the reach 
and spread of snowboard as the sport 
gains momentum. The ongoing aim is to 
continue growing the number of athletes 
and countries, particularly in Asia ahead 
of the Paralympic Winter Games in Pyeo-
ngChang 2018 and Beijing 2022.

Race organisers, beginning with the 
World Cups, are being encouraged to im-
prove the standard of competition every 
season. This includes event promotion, 
providing live results and attracting me-
dia interest.

As has become traditional, the season 
gets underway on the indoor slopes at 
SnowWorld Landgraaf, the Netherlands, 
on 18 November with a Europa Cup 
closely followed by two World Cups on 19 
and 20 November. All will be in banked 
slalom.

Athletes will get their first chance to 
test themselves in snowboard-cross at a  
NorAm Cup in Aspen, USA, on 4 February 
closely followed by a World Cup from 5-6 
February also in Aspen.

They will then travel to Big White, Canada, 
for a snowboard-cross and banked slalom 
NorAm Cup (9-12 February) and a World 
Cup (10-13 February) in the same disci-
plines.

Then it is back to Europe to the site of the 
2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-
ships in La Molina, Spain, on 4 March for 
a Europa Cup and a World Cup in snow-
board-cross from 5-6 March.

From 6-7 March, riders will have the 
chance to try giant slalom for the first 
time at the slopes of the Yongpyong Al-
pine Centre, the venue for the Pyeong-
Chang 2018 Paralympic Winter Games.

After hosting the Europa Cup Finals 
on 8-11 March, a World Cup in snow-
board-cross and banked slalom will take 
place in Les Angles from 9-12 March. 
The World Cup Finals in Trentino will take 
place from 17-18 March.

Looking ahead to 2015-16 Competition calendar – 2015-2016

Level Location, Country Date Programme

Europa Cup Landgraaf,  
Netherlands

18 November 2015 Banked slalom

World Cup Landgraaf,  
Netherlands

19 November 2015 Banked slalom

World Cup Landgraaf,  
Netherlands

20 November 2015 Banked slalom

North American Cup Aspen Snowmass, 
USA

4 February 2016 Snowboard-cross

World Cup Aspen Snowmass 
USA

5-6 February 2016 Snowboard-cross 1, 
snowboard-cross 2

North American Cup Big White,  
Canada

9-12 February 2016 Snowboard-cross, 
banked slalom

World Cup Big White,  
Canada

10-13 February 2016 Snowboard-cross 1, 
snowboard-cross 2, 
banked slalom

Europa Cup La Molina,  
Spain

4 March 2016 Snowboard-cross

World Cup La Molina,  
Spain

5-6 March 2016 Snowboard-cross 1, 
Snowboard-cross 2

Asian Cup Yongpyong,  
Korea

6-7 March 2016 Giant slalom 1, 
Giant slalom 2

Europa Cup Les Angles,  
France

8-11 March 2016 Snowboard-cross, 
banked slalom

World Cup Les Angles,  
France

9-12 March 2016 Snowboard-cross, 
banked slalom

World Cup Trentino,  
Italy

15-16 March 2016 Snowboard-cross

World Cup Finals Trentino,  
Italy

17-18 March 2016 Snowboard-cross, 
banked slalom

National Champion-
ships

Chantecler Ski 
Resort, Canada

25-26 March 2016 Snowboard-cross

*Events marked as 1 or 2 indicate two 
separate competitions.
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Accreditation for competitions

Media accreditation and access for World Cup competitions can be obtained through 
the local organisers for each event.

World Cup Name Contact

Landgraaf, Netherlands Laura Goense l.goense@wintersport.nl

Aspen Snowmass, USA Brianna Tammaro Brianna.Tammaro@usoc.org

Big White, Canada Brendan Matthews Brendan@canadasnowboard.ca

La Molina, Spain Bernadette Campa i Roca bcampa@lamolina.cat

Les Angles, France David Deguelle davdeguelle@hotmail.com

Trentino, Italy N/A info@sportabili.org

Classification provides a structure for 
competition. Athletes competing in 
Paralympic sports have an impairment 
that leads to a competitive disadvantage 
in sport. 

Consequently, a system has to be put in 
place to minimise the impact of impair-
ments on sport performance and to en-
sure the success of an athlete is deter-
mined by skill, fitness, power, endurance, 
tactical ability and mental focus, much 
like able-bodied sports. This system is 
called classification.

Classification determines who is eligible 
to compete in a Paralympic sport and it 
groups the eligible athletes in sport class-
es according to their activity limitation in 
a certain sport.

Impairment types currently covered with-
in snowboard are impaired muscle power, 
impaired range of motion, limb deficien-
cy, ataxia, leg-length difference, hyperto-
nia and athetosis.

Sport classes
Snowboard currently offers three sport 
classes, two for athletes with leg impair-
ments and one for athletes with arm im-
pairments. 

The sport is under development and with 
its growth the classification system will be 
refined gradually.

Sport class SB-LL1
Athletes classified in the SB LL-1 sport 
class will have an significant impairment 
in one leg, for example an above knee 
amputation, or a significant combined 
impairment in two legs, for example sig-
nificant muscle weakness or spasticity 
in both legs. This will affect their ability 
to balance, control the board and absorb 
the terrain. Athletes with amputations will 
use prosthesis during the races.
 

Sport class SB-LL2
Snowboarders in the SB LL-2 sport class 
will have an impairment in one or two legs 
with less activity limitation. A typical ex-
ample is a below knee amputation or mild 
spasticity.

Sport Class SB-UL
Snowboarders in the SB-UL class have 
impairments of the upper limbs, which 
impacts on the ability to balance when 
racing down the slopes.

Classification explained
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Ones to Watch – Women
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One to Watch:

Joany Badenhorst
Name: 
Joany Badenhorst

Country: 
Australia

Date of birth: 
11 August, 1994

Born: 
Harrismith, South Africa

Classification: 
SB-LL2

Twitter: 
@joanybadenhorst

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/joany.bad

Instagram:
joanybadenhorst

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-

ships - Silver: Banked slalom

Biography
Australian Joany Badenhorst had quite 
the 2014-15 season, finishing on the po-
dium three times at IPC Snowboard World 
Cup events in both snowboard-cross and 
banked slalom and winning World Cham-
pionships silver.

Her return to the slopes was however 
in jeopardy following a crash in training 
at the Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter 
Games.

The doctors told Badenhorst it would 
take at least 18 months to recover from 
her injuries. She decided that time period 
would not work for her. She set about re-
habilitating herself in time for the start of 
the 2014-15 season, much like she had 
worked to recover after losing her left leg 
below the knee in a farming accident at 
the age of 11.

It was at the World Cup in Landgraaf in 
2014 where Badenhorst won her first 
World Cup since taking up the sport com-
petitively in 2013, in the new discipline of 
banked slalom.

She is now gathering quite a following in 
Australia after her success and will line-
up alongside her closest competitors, 
Dutch rider and world and Paralympic 
champion Bibian Mentel-Spee and the 
USA’s Heidi Jo Duce, for SB-LL2 events 
during the 2015-16 season.
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One to Watch:

Heidi-Jo Duce
Name: 
Heidi-Jo Duce

Country: 
USA

Date of birth: 
16 October, 1990

Born: 
Montrose, Colorado, USA

Classification: 
SB-LL2

Twitter: 
@HeidiJoDuce

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/heidi.duce

Instagram:
hjduce

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Cham-

pionships - Silver: Snowboard-cross; 
Bronze: Banked slalom

 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 
Second overall

 ▪ 2013-14 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 
Third overall

Biography
With two World Championships medals 
and eight World Cup podiums from three 
seasons, Heidi-Jo Duce is the next big 
thing to come out of the USA’s exception-
al snowboard development programme.

Despite competing against the likes of 
Dutch Paralympic and double world 
champion Bibian Mentel-Spee, Duce has 
been consistent in her first two seasons 
representing Team USA.

At the Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter 
Games, Duce managed a respectable 
fifth place finish and in 2014-15 finished 
second in the overall women’s SB-LL2 
World Cup rankings behind Spee.

Her appearance in Sochi was inspired 
by the inclusion of snowboard onto the 
Paralympic programme. Having been 
born without bones in most of her right 
ankle and foot, Duce had her leg ampu-
tated below the knee at 18 months old. 

At the age of 11, Duce tried snowboard, 
and then when she heard that the sport 
would make its debut at Sochi 2014 de-
cided to dedicate everything she had to-
wards it.

At the 2015 World Championships Duce 
stormed to silver in snowboard-cross and 
bronze in banked slalom, just pipped to 
silver by another one of her main compet-
itors, Australian Joany Badenhorst.

In 2015-16, Duce will have the chance 
to cement her progress and take anoth-
er step closer to the PyeongChang 2018 
Paralympic Winter Games.
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One to Watch:

Bibian Mentel-Spee
Name: 
Bibian Mentel-Spee 

Country: 
Netherlands

Date of birth: 
28 September, 1972

Born: 
Utrecht, Netherlands

Classification: 
SB-LL2

Twitter: 
@BibianMentel

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Bibian-Mentel-snow-
boarder-199564836737592/

Instagram:
bibianmentel

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champi-

onships - Gold: Snowboard-cross and 
banked slalom

 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 
Overall winner

 ▪ Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter Games - 
Gold: Snowboard-cross

 ▪ 2012 World Snowboard Federation Pa-
ra-Snowboard-cross World Champion-
ships - Gold: Snowboard-cross

Biography
Bibian Mentel-Spee has been setting the 
standard for her sport since 2002, and it 
will take something special from the rest 
of the women’s field to stop her continu-
ing her winning ways.

Mentel-Spee was a six-time Dutch cham-
pion in half-pipe and snowboard-cross 
events and on her way to qualifying for 
the Salt Lake City 2002 Winter Olympic 
Games before she lost her lower right 
leg to cancer. Four months after her op-
eration she was back riding and within 
the year she was again a Dutch national 
champion. Mentel-Spee was also instru-
mental in getting snowboard into the 
Paralympic Games at Sochi 2014. 

Mentel-Spee is a multiple world champi-
on and sent a firm message of intent to 
her rivals ahead of Sochi 2014 when she 
won the women’s race at the Test Event in 
March 2013, with a time that would have 
earned her a silver medal in the men’s 
race. 

She then swept all of the 2013-14 and 
2014-15 World Cup events, taking home 
the titles in all of them. This included 
historic first wins in the new discipline of 
banked slalom and the new head-to-head 
format for snowboard-cross in 2014-
15, to add to the first Paralympic gold 
she won at Sochi 2014. Naturally, Men-
tel-Spee added the first IPC Snowboard 
world titles in banked slalom and snow-
board-cross to her trophy cabinet too.

Mentel-Spee holds a Masters degree in 
sports management and coaches many 
of the athletes on her national team. She 
started her own foundation, the Mentelity 
Foundation, which focuses on motivating, 
activating and facilitating children with 
impairments through board sports (wake-
boarding, snowboarding and skateboard-
ing).



IPC Snowboard Media Guide  23

One to Watch:

Cecile Hernandez-Cervellon
Name: 
Cecile Hernandez-Cervellon

Country: 
France

Date of birth: 
19 June, 1974

Born: 
Perpignan, France

Classification: 
SB-LL1

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/ceci lehernan-
dezcervellonathlete

Instagram:
cecilehernandezcervellon

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champi-

onships - Gold: Banked slalom; Silver: 
Snowboard-cross

 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 
Overall winner

 ▪ Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter Games - 
Silver: Snowboard-cross

Biography
France’s Cecile Hernandez-Cervellon 
won silver at the Sochi 2014 Paralympic 
Winter Games.

The 2014-15 season was her most suc-
cessful yet, taking victory in every single 
World Cup race she entered as part of the 
new women’s SB-L11 field.

This includes wins in the new discipline of 
banked slalom and the revised head-to-
head format for snowboard-cross.

At the 2015 IPC Snowboard World Cham-
pionships in La Molina, Spain, Hernandez 
Cervellon stormed to victory in the banked 
slalom and silver in snowboard-cross, 
ahead of her main rivals, US teammates 
Nicole Roundy and Brenna Huckaby.
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One to Watch:

Brenna Huckaby
Name: 
Brenna Huckaby

Country: 
USA

Date of birth: 
22 January, 1996

Born: 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, USA

Classification: 
SB-LL1

Twitter: 
@Bren_hucks

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/BrennaHuckaby

Instagram:
bren_hucks

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-

ships - Gold: Snowboard-cross; Silver: 
Banked slalom

 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 
Overall third

Biography
Huckaby is one of a series of new, young 
riders who moved to centre stage last sea-
son and will look to capitalise in 2015-16.

The youngster reached the podium in 
three World Cup races in women’s snow-
board-cross or banked slalom SB-LL1, 
and went on to win the world title in cross 
and a silver in banked slalom.

A gymnast as a child, Huckaby had her 
leg amputated above the knee at the age 
of 14 following treatment for bone cancer. 

Faced with a different challenge, Huckaby 
took up snowboarding and quickly adapt-
ed to become one of the latest promising 
athletes to come out of the US.

Her biggest competitors in 2015-16 will 
be her teammate Nicole Roundy and 
French Sochi 2014 silver medallist Cecile 
Hernandez-Cervellon.
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One to Watch:

Nicole Roundy
Name: 
Nicole Roundy

Country: 
USA

Date of birth: 
14 February, 1986

Classification: 
SB-LL1

Twitter: 
@NicoleRoundy

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/nicoleroundyasb

Instagram:
nroundy

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champi-

onships - Bronze: Snowboard-cross; 
banked slalom

 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 
Overall second

Biography
Since the separation of the lower-limb 
impairment classes ahead of the 2014-
15 season, the USA’s Nicole Roundy has 
really come into her own.

Having reached the podium sporadically 
in previous World Cup seasons, Roundy 
did not miss a trick last year with a top 
three finish in each of the five races she 
entered.

Roundy went on to cement her status as 
one of the world’s best riders at the 2015 
World Championships with two bronze 
medals in snowboard-cross and banked 
slalom.

To top it all off, Roundy finished second 
in the women’s SB-LL1 overall World Cup 
rankings, just behind French Sochi 2014 
silver medallist Cecile Hernandez-Cervel-
lon.

In 2015-16 the Paralympian will once 
again face her rival, and could also be 
challenged by her fellow Team USA mem-
ber Brenna Huckaby who is relatively new 
to the scene.

Roundy is also a trailblazer. In 2006, she 
became the first above the knee amputee, 
male or female, to compete in para-snow-
board, eight years before the sport made 
its debut at the Sochi 2014 Paralympic 
Winter Games. Her efforts made a signif-
icant contribution to the sport’s case for 
inclusion.

She lost her right leg to cancer at the age 
of eight and is an accomplished moti-
vational speaker, who holds a degree in 
business management. Roundy is an ad-
vocate for The Challenged Athletes Foun-
dation, The National Ability Centre and 
childhood cancer research. 
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Ones to Watch – Men
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One to Watch:

Alex Massie
Name: 
Alex Massie

Country: 
Canada

Date of birth: 
19 March, 1995

Classification: 
SB-LL2

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/alexmassieSBX

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-

ships – Bronze: Snowboard-cross

Biography
Canadian Alex ‘Bubz’ Massie had an in-
credible debut season in 2014-15, riding 
to bronze in the men’s snowboard-cross 
SB-LL2 at the 2015 World Champion-
ships.

His best finish before that was on home 
snow in Big White, where he finished just 
off the podium in the banked slalom.

He also reached the podium in the pres-
tigious X-Games in 2015, winning a 
bronze in the adaptive snowboard-cross 
in Aspen, USA.

Massie lost his left leg below the knee in a 
wake-boarding accident in 2011, but con-
tinued snowboarding and will now take 
on the likes of US Paralympic champion 
Evan Strong and Finnish world champion 
Matti Suur-Hamari in the 2015-16 World 
Cup circuit.

Massie is a promising prospect for his 
country for the coming seasons and in 
the lead-up to the PyeongChang 2018 
Paralympic Winter Games.
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One to Watch:

Carl Murphy
Name: 
Carl Murphy

Country:
New Zealand

Date of birth: 
17 June, 1979

Born:
New Plymouth, New Zealand

Classification: 
SB-LL2

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/CarlMurphyParaS-
nowboarder

Instagram:
carlosmancini79

Career highlights
 ▪ 2012 World Snowboard Federation Pa-

ra-Snowboard-cross World Champion-
ships - Gold: Snowboard-cross; Silver: 
Sling-shot

Biography
A rider from the days before snowboard 
became a Paralympic sport, New Zea-
lander Carl Murphy has an impressive 
resume of finishes under his belt.

In 2012, he won the head-to-head snow-
board-cross format and finished second 
in the sling-shot at the World Snowboard 
Federation World Championships in Or-
cieres, France.

In 2014-15, he finished in the top 10 in 
the men’s SB-LL2 World Cup rankings, 
having missed the 2015 World Champi-
onships due to an injury sustained at the 
2015 X Games.

His record in 2014-15 showed his podi-
um potential, with a gold in banked slalom 
and a bronze in snowboard-cross at an 
IPC Snowboard World Cup in Big White, 
Canada.

Murphy also likes to joke about how his 
below-the-knee impairment came about:
“I lost my leg at a young age while surf-
ing off the south coast of Australia when 
a tiger shark thought I looked like a tasty 
lunch package!”

“Ha, I wish it was that dramatic! I was ac-
tually born with only one and a half legs. 
However, this hasn’t stopped me from 
getting up on a snowboard and compet-
ing at an international level.”

Murphy is also the only impaired rider to 
be named onto the New Zealand national 
team.
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One to Watch:

Mike Shea
Name: 
Mike Shea

Country: 
USA

Date of birth: 
1 June, 1983

Born: 
Van Nuys, California, USA

Classification: 
SB-LL2

Twitter: 
@Adaptiveathlete

Facebook:
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / M i k e - S h e a - 
224693524399754/

Instagram:
sheastagram13

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-

ships - Gold: Banked slalom
 ▪ 2014-14 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 

Overall winner
 ▪ Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter Games - 

Silver: Snowboard-cross
 ▪ 2012 World Snowboard Federation Pa-

ra-Snowboard-cross World Champion-
ships - Bronze: Snowboard-cross 

Biography
Sochi 2014 silver medallist Mike Shea 
had an impressive 2014-15 season after 
beating his Paralympic champion team-
mate Evan Strong in snowboard-cross 
and banked slalom at two IPC Snowboard 
World Cups.

The US rider is no stranger to success, 
but in recent seasons it is Strong who has 
been in control.

However, since the sport added banked 
slalom as a discipline and changed the 
format of snowboard-cross to include a 
head-to-head format, it is Shea who has 
been in the driving seat.

He won the very first World Cup titles in 
banked slalom and head-to-head, sharing 
history with Strong who won the very first 
Paralympic gold.

Their friendly rivalry includes Sochi 2014 
bronze medallist Keith Gabel, where the 
trio have nicknamed themselves the 
‘Three Amigos’. 

Shea was injured in a wakeboarding ac-
cident in 2002, losing his left leg after a 
rope became wrapped around his ankle. 
He had already tried snowboarding prior 
to his accident, and driven by his interest 
in skateboarding, decided to move to Col-
orado full-time to focus on his career in 
2010.

He is also involved as a coach at the Na-
tional Sports Centre for the Disabled, 
passing his experience as a top-level ath-
lete onto the next generation.

At the 2015 World Championships Shea 
carried his form into the banked slalom, 
winning gold ahead of Strong.
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One to Watch:

Evan Strong
Name: 
Evan Strong

Country: 
USA

Date of birth: 
13 November, 1986

Born: 
San Francisco, California, USA

Classification: 
SB-LL2

Twitter: 
@strong_evan

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/strongevan

Instagram:
evan_strong

Career highlights:
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champi-

onships - Silver: Snowboard-cross and 
banked slalom

 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup – 
Overall third

 ▪ Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter Games - 
Gold: Snowboard-cross

 ▪ 2013 IPC Alpine Skiing Para-Snow-
board-cross Test Event - Gold

 ▪ 2012 World Snowboard Federation Pa-
ra-Snowboard-cross World Champion-
ships - Gold: Snowboard-cross 

 ▪ 2012 X-Games bronze medallist

Biography
Evan Strong grew up on Maui, Hawaii, 
where the only ice is shaved and served in 

cones or pina coladas, and winter sports 
are surfing, skateboarding and swimming.
Today, he is still a bit surprised that the 
former Hawaiian kid is now a snowboard-
ing demon, a guy who is getting impatient 
for winter storms to start dumping fresh 
powder all over the Sierra Nevada and 
Rockies.
At age 17, Evans was hit by a vehicle 
while riding a motorcycle and had to 
have his left leg amputated. Having never 
snowboarded, Strong immediately took 
to the sport and has not looked back 
since. A beneficiary of USA teammate 
Amy Purdy’s Adaptive Action Sports pro-
gramme, Strong is a true success story 
on the snow and away from it, where he 
cycles, continues to skateboard and owns 
an organic restaurant with his wife.
Strong has a history of success in his 
sporting pursuits and his record in snow-
board-cross is no different. He is the 
2012 snowboard-cross world champion, 
and a serial World Cup gold medallist. 
At the Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter 
Games, Strong stormed to a historic gold 
medal on the slopes of Rosa Khutor, bag-
ging the first ever Paralympic title on the 
sport’s debut at a Games.
But In 2014-15, he finished third in the 
final 2014-15 IPC Alpine Skiing Snow-
board World Cup standings behind com-
patriot Mike Shea and Finland’s Matti 
Suur-Hamari. 
He also lost out on gold to Suur-Hamari 
in the men’s snowboard-cross SB-LL2 at 
the World Championships and to Shea in 
the banked slalom.
In 2015-16, Strong may have a renewed 
focus having become a father and he will 
be aiming to reclaim his position at the 
top of the podium.
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One to Watch:

Matti Suur-Hamari
Name: 
Matti Suur-Hamari

Country:
Finland

Date of birth: 
31 May, 1986

Born: 
Rovaniemi, Finland

Classification:
SB-LL2

Twitter: 
@MattiSuurHamari

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Matti-Suur-Hamari- 
1401736570067593/

Instagram:
mattisuurhamari

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-

ships – Gold: Snowboard-cross 
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 

Overall second

Biography
Since beginning competitive snowboard-
ing in 2012-13, Finland’s Matti Suur-
Hamari has beaten some of the world’s 
best snowboarders to make his way to the 
top of the podium.

From a humble 11th place finish at the 
Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter Games, 
to a gold medal in snowboard-cross SB-
LL2 at the 2015 IPC Snowboard World 
Championships, Hamari has proved he 
has what it takes.

At the Worlds Suur-Hamari carried out a 
shock on US Paralympic champion Evan 
Strong to win the cross title, having fin-
ished ahead of him in the overall World 
Cup rankings last season. The 29-year-
old also added a bronze medal in banked 
slalom to his World Championships haul.

It was Strong who inspired the flying Fin 
to take up snowboarding in the first place, 
having found some Youtube videos whilst 
recovering from a motorcycle accident in 
2009 in which he lost his left leg below 
the knee.

Suur-Hamari is now a real medal prospect 
for the PyeongChang 2018 Paralympic 
Winter Games, and in the coming sea-
sons he will also take on the likes of US 
Paralympic medallist Mike Shea and New 
Zealander Carl Murphy.
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One to Watch:

Patrick Mayrhofer
Name: 
Patrick Mayrhofer

Country: 
Austria

Date of birth: 
15 September, 1987

Classification: 
SB-UL

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-

ships - Gold: Banked slalom
 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 

Overall winner

Biography:
Austria’s Patrick Mayrhofer made his-
tory in 2014-15 by becoming the first 
upper-limb impaired rider to win banked 
slalom at the World Cup in Landgraaf, the 
Netherlands.

He turned heads last season, having fol-
lowed up with another win in the disci-
pline in Big White, Canada. 

He also won the snowboard-cross 
time-trial, but finished second to British 
rival Ben Moore in the new head-to-head 
format.

Mayrhofer had been snowboarding for 15 
years before being electrocuted at work 
in 2008, causing his left hand to be am-
putated. He also sustained damage to leg 
muscles and a finger on his right hand. 

In 2012, after lots of rehabilitation, the 
Austrian was at an exhibition about pros-
thetics where he came across a booth 
being run by his national para-sport team. 
They talked about which sports he liked 
and the rest is history.

In 2013-14, Mayrhofer debuted at the 
World Cup Finals in La Molina, Spain, the 
same venue where he won gold last sea-
son in banked slalom at the 2015 World 
Championships. 

He also finished top of the men’s up-
per-limb World Cup standings in 2014-
15.
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One to Watch:

Ben Moore
Name: 
Ben Moore  

Country:
Great Britain

Date of birth: 
1 March, 1986

Born: 
Plymouth, Great Britain

Classification: 
SB-UL

Twitter: 
@BenMooreSnow

Instagram:
benmooresnow

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-

ships - Silver: Banked slalom; Bronze: 
Snowboard-cross

 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 
Overall winner

Biography
Ben Moore is the latest successful winter 
para-athlete to come out of Great Britain.

Following in the footsteps of the likes of 
Paralympic alpine skiing medallists Kel-
ly Gallagher and Jade Etherington, with 
their guides Charlotte Evans and Caroline 
Davies, Moore made it onto the podium 
in World Cup events around the world in 
2014-15.

Starting in Landgraaf he finished sec-
ond in the first men’s banked slalom up-
per-limb race. To follow-up he went on to 
win a historic first snowboard-cross head-
to-head race in Aspen, USA.

The 29-year-old has won World Cup rac-
es before in snowboard-cross time trial, 
and at the 2015 World Championships he 
won silver in banked slalom and bronze in 
snowboard-cross.

His main competition will be Austria’s 
Patrick Mayrhofer. The two men swapped 
places all last season on the World Cup 
circuit, and have been snowboarding 
competitively for around the same period 
of time.

Moore lost the use of his arm in a motor-
cycle accident but like lots of snowboard-
ers, had long been skateboarding. 

He took up snowboard independently in 
2010-11, training at a ski school in Can-
ada. Since he joined the British team 
his performance has improved beyond 
recognition, making Moore a firm medal 
prospect for coming seasons.
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One to Watch:

Manuel Pozzerle
Name: 
Manuel Pozzerle

Country: 
Italy

Date of birth: 
2 February, 1979

Classification: 
SB-UL

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/manuelpozzerle

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-

ships - Gold: Snowboard-cross
 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 

Overall third

Biography
Men’s snowboard-cross upper-limb im-
paired world champion Manuel Pozzerle 
started snowboarding in 1996 thanks to 
a school friend. 

However, he was not successful until a 
motorbike accident in September 2008 
left him without his left hand.

Just one year after entering the Italian 
Championships for the first time, he be-
came the 2014 national champion.

In 2014-15, Pozzerle really settled into 
his stride. An overall third-place finish in 
the IPC Snowboard World Cup standings 
crowned a season in which he won his 
first world title.

But Pozzerle has company in his classi-
fication and in 2015-16 will be going up 
against Austrian banked slalom world 
champion Patrick Mayrhofer, as well as 
Great Britain’s Ben Moore who is a rising 
star having also medalled at the World 
Championships.
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One to Watch:

Mike Schultz
Name: 
Mike Schultz

Country: 
USA

Date of birth: 
27 August, 1981

Classification: 
SB-LL1

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/Monster-Mike-
Schultz-5-300526306626404/

Instagram:
monstermike5

Career highlights
 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup - 

Overall third

Biography
On his competitive debut in 2014-15, US 
rider Mike Schultz dominated the men’s 
SB-LL1 field.

Before the season opening World Cup in 
Landgraaf, the Netherlands, Schultz had 
commented that his plans for the season 
were simply to get experience and hope 
for some points on the board.

His target now seems a huge underesti-
mation, having taken historic victories 
in the debut of banked slalom and the 
new head-to-head format for snow-
board-cross.

Schultz is no stranger to extreme sports, 
having competed in motocross and sno-
cross as both an able-bodied and pa-
ra-athlete.

It was in 2008, when competing in a sno-
cross competition, that he was thrown 
from his machine. He recalls the accident 
and right afterwards seeing his boot on 
his chest – his leg was so badly damaged 
it had to be amputated.

Since then, Schultz has made it his mis-
sion to continue competing in all the 
sports he loves, as well as taking up 
snowboard. He competes on a foot he de-
signed himself.

That innovation is in fact what led him 
to compete. He worked with Paralympic 
champion Evan Strong and coaches from 
Adaptive Action Sports on the design, 
who in turn encouraged him to race.

Just ahead of the 2015 World Champion-
ships Schultz was put out of contention 
through an injury sustained during the 
winter X Games, denying him the chance 
to go for a world title.

In 2015-16, he will be hoping to come 
back to face Italian Giuseppe Comunale 
and the Netherlands’ double world cham-
pion Chris Vos.
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One to Watch:

Chris Vos
Name: 
Chris Vos

Country: 
Netherlands

Date of birth: 
25 February, 1998

Born: 
Haarlem, Netherlands

Classification: 
SB-LL1

Twitter: 
@adaptivechris

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/adaptivechrisvos

Instagram:
adaptivechrisvos

Career highlights
 ▪ 2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-

ships – Gold: Banked slalom and snow-
board-cross SB-LL1

 ▪ 2014-15 IPC Snowboard World Cup: 
Overall winner

Biography
Dutch youngster Chris Vos stunned at the 
2015 IPC Snowboard World Champion-
ships, storming to double gold in banked 
slalom and snowboard-cross in the men’s 
SB-LL1 at just the age of 17.

Vos is a protégé of legendary Paralympic 
and world champion Bibian Mentel-Spee, 
who trains and mentors her teammates 
whilst also putting in her own incredible 
performances.

Not only did Vos win two world titles in 
2014-15, he also finished atop the World 
Cup rankings for his classification after 
four podium finishes.

One of his biggest competitors in 2015-
16 will be the USA’S Mike Schultz, who 
could not make it to the World Champion-
ships because of injury.

He has big aspirations for his blossoming 
career, aiming for the PyeongChang 2018 
Paralympic Winter Games and further to 
Beijing 2022.
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Athletes Countries

Overall

110 26

2015 World Championships, La Molina, Spain

45 18

Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter Games

45 21

Participation Medals tables

World Championships (La Molina, Spain, 2015)

Rank Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

1 NED 4 1 5

2 USA 2 4 3 9

3 ITA 1 1 1 3

4 FRA 1 1 2

5 FIN 1 1 2

6 AUT 1 1

=7 GBR 1 1 2

=7 RUS 1 1 2

=9 AUS 1 1

=9 NOR 1 1

=11 CAN 1 1

=11 DEN 1 1

Paralympic Winter Games (Sochi, Russia, 2014)

Rank Country Gold Silver Bronze Total

1 USA 1 1 2 4

2 NED 1 1

3 FRA 1 1
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Men
Event Placing Name Country

Snowboard-cross

SB-UL Gold Manuel Pozzerle ITA

Silver Roberto Cavicchi ITA

Bronze Ben Moore GBR

SB-LL1 Gold Chris Vos NED

Silver Kristian Moen NOR

Bronze Serafim Pikalov RUS

SB-LL2 Gold Matti-Suur Hamari FIN

Silver Evan Strong USA

Bronze Alex Massie CAN

Banked slalom

SB-UL Gold Patrick Mayrhofer AUT

Silver Ben Moore GBR

Bronze Manuel Pozzerle ITA

SB-LL1 Gold Chris Vos NED

Silver Serafim Pikalov RUS

Bronze Daniel Jorgensen DEN

SB-LL2 Gold Michael Shea USA

Silver Evan Strong USA

Bronze Matti-Suur Hamari FIN

2015 World Championships medallists

Women

Event Placing Name Country

Snowboard-cross

SB-LL1 Gold Brenna Huckaby USA

Silver Cecile Hernandez-Cervellon FRA

Bronze Nicole Roundy USA

SB-LL2 Gold Bibian Mentel-Spee NED

Silver Heidi-Jo Duce USA

Bronze Lisa Bunschoten NED

Banked slalom

SB-LL1 Gold Cecile Hernandez-Cervellon FRA

Silver Brenna Huckaby USA

Bronze Nicole Roundy USA

SB-LL2 Gold Bibian Mentel-Spee NED

Silver Joany Badenhorst AUS

Bronze Heidi-Jo Duce USA
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Men

Event Classification Name Country

Snowboard-cross Standing Evan Strong USA

Michael Shea USA

Keith Gabel USA

Women

Event Classification Name Country

Snowboard-cross Standing Bibian Mentel-Spee NED

Cecile Hernandez-Cervellon FRA

Amy Purdy USA

*  Since Sochi 2014, the classifications have been further refined from ‘standing’ to in-
clude two separate classes for lower-limb impaired athletes (SB-LL1 and SB-LL2) and 
upper-limb impaired (SB-UL).

Sochi 2014 Paralympic Winter Games 
medallists

World Cup winners

2014-2015

Men

Classification Placing Name Country Points

SB-UL 1 Patrick Mayrhofer AUT 5780

2 Ben Moore GBR 5640

3 Manuel Pozzerle ITA 4750

SB-LL1 1 Chris Vos NED 5650

2 Giuseppe Communale ITA 4325

3 Mike Schultz USA 3040

SB-LL2 1 Michael Shea USA 5868

2 Matti-Suur Hamari FIN 4675

3 Evan Strong USA 4134

Women

Classification Placing Name Country Points

SB-LL1 1 Cecile Hernandez-Cervellon FRA 6850

2 Nicole Roundy USA 5378

3 Brenna Huckaby USA 4608

SB-LL2 1 Bibian Mentel-Spee NED 7050

2 Heidi-Jo Duce USA 5188

3 Lisa Bunschoten NED 4025
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National Paralympic 
Committee

Name Contact

Argentina José María Valladares argentina@coparg.org.ar
+54 911 40739142

Australia Michael Hartung Michael.Hartung@paralympic.org.au
+612 9704 0526

Austria Petra Huber huber@oepc.at
+43 5 9393 20330

Belgium Anne d'Ieteren anne.dieteren@paralympic.be
+32 2 4794656

Brazil Andrew Parsons aparsons@cpb.org.br
+55 61 30313012

Canada Karen O'Neill koneill@paralympic.ca
+1 6135 694333 x223

Czech Republic Alena Erlebachova office@paralympic.cz
+420 233 017454

Denmark Karl Vilhelm Nielsen handicapidraet@dhif.dk
+45 20164089

Finland Tiina Kivisaari tiina.kivisaari@paralympia.fi
+358 40 823 x1232

France Dalila Sayad contact@france-paralympique.fr
+33 1 403145 x15

Germany Frank-Thomas Hartleb info@dbs-npc.de
+49 (0) 2234 6000 x200

Great Britain Phil Smith npc@paralympics.org.uk
+44 20 78425777

Ireland Liam Harbison liam@paralympics.ie
+353 1 6251175

National Paralympic Committee contacts

National Paralympic 
Committee

Name Contact

Italy Noretta Fioraso n.fioraso@comitatoparalimpico.it
+39 (0) 6 8797 3165

Japan Kunio Nakamori jpc99@jsad.or.jp
+81 3 59397021

Netherlands Rita van Driel info@npcofthenetherlands.nl
+31 26 4834887

New Zealand Fiona Allan fallan@paralympics.org.nz
+64 9 5260760

Norway Arnfinn Vik nif-post@idrettsforbundet.no
+47 21029000

Poland Monika Maniak- 
Iwaniszewska

poland@paralympic.org.pl
+48 22 8240872

Romania Salvia Marion 
Wood-Lamont

presedinte@npc.org.ro
+40 722948121

Russia Katerina Pronina paralympru@gmail.com
+7 499 9221191

Slovakia Samuel Rosko rosko@spv.sk
+421 2 905 788 434

Spain Miguel Sagarra cpe@cpe.csd.gob.es
+34 91 5896972

Ukraine Olena Zaitseva ukraine@paralympic.org.ua
+380 44 2894330

United States Rick Adams paralympic.secretary@usoc.org
+1 719 866 x4138

Uzbekistan Navruza Yuldasheva npa_uz@yahoo.com
+998 71 2391736
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Race Director 2015-16: Martijn Oostdijk, Netherlands

IPC Alpine Skiing and Snowboard Sport Technical Committee

Position Name

Chairperson Markus Walser (CAN) 

Vice Chairperson Erik Petersen (USA) 

Head of Technical Control and Officiating Ozzie Sawicki (CAN) 

Head of Snowboard Davide Cerato (ITA) 

Head of Competition (Asia and Oceania) Jane Stevens (NZL, co-opted Member, 
non-voting rights) 

Head of Classification Sandra Titulaer (NED) 

Anti-doping
To promote and protect the integrity of sport and the health of athletes, the IPC, together 
with International Federations, including IPC Alpine Skiing and Snowboard, and the Na-
tional Paralympic Committees established the IPC Anti-Doping Code.

The aims of the code, which is fully compliant with the World Anti-Doping Agency Code, 
are:

 ▪ To protect the athlete’s right to participate in doping free sport and thus promote 
health, fairness and equality for athletes worldwide.

 ▪ To ensure harmonised, coordinated and effective anti-doping programmes on the in-
ternational and national level with regards to detection, deterrence and prevention of 
doping.

Anti-doping rules, like competition rules, are sport rules governing the conditions under 
which sport is played. All participants (athletes and athlete support personnel) accept 
these rules as a condition of participation and are presumed to have agreed to comply 
with the IPC Anti-Doping Code.

Officials

Images used courtesy of Getty Images, Oriol Molas and Joe Kusumoto.
All information correct as of 4 November 2015.
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International Paralympic Committee
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53113 Bonn, Germany
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Fax +49 228 2097-209
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